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Can pigs get COVID-19 and transmit the virus to humans?

National Pork Board

There is currently no evidence that pigs can become naturally infected by the virus that causes COVID-19
(SARS-CoV-2) or transmit it to humans. There is no reliable research in the United States that would suggest
the widespread distribution of the virus is affecting food animals.

Previous research from Kansas State University (Meekins et al ., 2020) found pigs are unlikely to be
significant carriers of COVID-19 and a newer study from the University of Manitoba suggests it is
challenging to infect pigs with COVID-19, even with a very high dose in a laboratory setting. The Canadian
study also found no evidence of viral shedding from the inoculated pigs, indicating they are unlikely to
transmit the virus.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the virus that causes COVID-19 most
commonly spreads between people who are in close contact with one another.

U.S. pork producers participate in the One Health initiative with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and other animal and public health officials — a holistic approach to protecting the health
and wellbeing of both the public and animals.

More information can be found in the following links:

https://www.pork.org/public-health/what-you-need-to-know-about-covid-19/frequently-asked-questions-
about-covid-19-for-pig-farmers/#BacktoTop
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